Family Literacy Foundation Supports Deployed 

Servicemembers and Families

Family Literacy Foundation, a not-for-profit agency focused 

on strengthening family bonds through reading, is supporting 

deployed Navy sailors and Marines with its Uniting Through 

Reading(r) program.  This program enables Navy and Marine 

Corps parents on board deployed Navy ships to bond with their 

children, easing separation strain and helping establish positive 

habits in the home while instilling the joy of reading in children. 

Developed during the Persian Gulf War in 1991, Uniting Through 

Reading is currently available on all deployed battle groups, 

amphibious ready groups, expeditionary strike groups from the 

East and West Coasts, representing more than 65 ships currently.  

It has benefited more than 40,000 military personnel and their 

families. Uniting Through Reading helps military parents and 

other family members stay connected with their children 

during long a stressful separation through the medium of 

reading aloud on videotape.  Troops are taped privately reading 

a children's book aloud, and these tapes are mailed home to the 

children for viewing.  In return, the parent at home videotapes 

or photographs the child listening and watching the video and 

sends it back, with a new book, to the deployed parent. For more

information about Family Literacy Foundation and its programs, 

visit http://www.read2kids.org.
