City of Biloxi honors Sailor as Volunteer of the Year

Story by ATCS Hurley, Center for Naval Aviation Technical Training Unit, Keesler AFB

Biloxi’s Distinguished Volunteer of the Year is AT1(AW) David L. Suta.  A devoted husband and father of two, he still finds time to give back to his community.


Petty Officer Suta, recently promoted and formerly of Colville, WA, has been in the Navy for seven years and is currently an instructor at the Center for Naval Aviation Technical Training Unit on Keesler AFB.  

The Distinguished Volunteer of the Year honor was bestowed on Suta recently at the 21st annual Volunteer Recognition Ceremony.  Competition was tough, as Suta was selected from over 100 talented and giving volunteers.  Suta volunteers with the Gaits to Success Therapeutic Horsemanship Center, a rehabilitation program for people who are physically and mentally challenged, and also donates his time to the yearly Angel Tree and Care and Share programs.

The Gaits program relies on volunteers to assist disabled children and adults by utilizing horseback riding as a means of therapy.  Gaits provide rehabilitation through therapeutic horseback riding for individuals who are physically and cognitively challenged.  Volunteers are trained as leaders to guide and control horses when necessary.  The rider’s goal is to ride as independently as possible.  Through these simple efforts, disabled individuals improve their self-esteem, strength and flexibility, and gain an increased confidence on the road to recovery.  

Since August 2003, Suta has donated over 200 hours of his off-duty time to assist in a myriad of areas.  He cared and tended to the seven horses used in their program, volunteering every Saturday morning to feed and prepare the animals for that day’s events.  From brushing and saddling to cleaning the stalls and provided inoculations, he ensured their health and well-being.

Suta also personally assisted five children of the 25 disabled individuals enrolled in the Gaits to Success therapy.  He continually offered words of encouragement and established a personal relationship with the children.  His personal commitment and enthusiasm allowed these children to enjoy a simple pleasure in life normally taken for granted while making progress toward a partial or complete recovery.           

He also provided his time to complete several long overdue landscaping projects.  Numerous weekend hours were devoted to trimming trees, pulling weeds and removing brush that posed potential dangers for the horses and riders.   After digging and setting 51 posts, he and two other volunteers mounted three strands of barbed wire 500 feet long to keep the horses safely corralled.

Petty Officer David Suta’s dedication to the Gaits program has earned him the recognition as a superlative volunteer by this command and the Gaits staff.  He was personally acknowledged in a Letter of Appreciation by Board Chairman, Mr. Charles Benvenutti, for their sincere appreciation for the caliber of military men and women such as Dave Suta who give so much of themselves to help the less fortunate.  He also received a Letter of Commendation from Brigadier General Peterson for the Angel Tree and Care and Share programs.
