SAVI COMPONENTS:

 

The Sexual Assault Victim Intervention Program (SAVI) is made up of three components that are designed to provide: 1) awareness and prevention education, 2) victim advocacy and intervention services, and 3) collection of reliable data on sexual assault. The Navy is the first service to have a dedicated program for sexual assault. The SAVI Program offers a comprehensive, standardized, victim-sensitive system to prevent and respond to sexual assault Navy-wide.

 1. SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS AND PREVENTION EDUCATION:

 The principal focus of the SAVI program is aggressive awareness and prevention education and includes information on the prevention of sexual assault; actions that can help minimize the risk of becoming a victim; procedures for commands to respond to sexual assault incidents and the victims; and measures bases and commands can take to ensure a safe environment for our Sailors. This training is reinforced through mandatory general military training.

2. VICTIM ADVOCACY:
The victim advocacy component centers on developing a highly responsive volunteer victim advocate support system that provides immediate emotional support to sexual assault victims and helps to avoid re-victimization. The SAVI Program is based on a coordinated team approach. SAVI coordinates with local resources/programs (both military and civilian); and provides multi-disciplinary training to first responders, key personnel, and advocates. Fleet and Family Support Centers (FFSCs), along with Military Treatment Facilities (MTFs) and civilian counseling resources provide counseling support.

The victim advocacy and intervention part of the SAVI Program complements and enhances the Victim And Witness Assistance Program that is already in place.

 
3. DATA COLLECTION:

The third component of SAVI is the establishment of a data collection system for the reporting and collection of accurate data on sexual assault in the Navy. The system is called the Rape and Sexual Assault System (RASAS). According to the FBI, an incident of sexual assault happens every 4-6 minutes in the United States. Law enforcement experts recognize that sexual assault is one of the most under-reported crimes committed, and it is estimated that only 10 to 50 percent of all sexual assaults are actually reported to the police. As part of society, the Navy experiences this same problem. In March 95, NAVADMIN 202000Z (061/95) established the data collection requirements for incidents of sexual assault.   SECNAVINST 1752.4  (1996) and OPNAVINST 1752.1A (1998 and update in 2000) followed.  

Sexual Assault Incident reporting requirements are: (IAW OPNAVINST 1752.1A

· All Navy commands are required to designate a Data Collection Coordinator (DCC) who is responsible for reporting non-identifying, sexual assault incident data.  

· All alleged sexual assault incidents are to be reported within 24 of the command's knowledge of the incident via Unit SITREP.  

· The Unit SITREP should be addressed to Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) (N1), with an info copy to all intermediate commands/their chain of command, and an info copy to PERS-661 and PERS-83. 

· Incidents should be tracked monthly and follow-on/continuation Unit SITREPS

Since 1 April 1995, SAVI has been collecting all Navy specific data for sexual assaults on or off a Navy installation to provide a more accurate system that will allow monitoring of sexual assault. The collection of accurate data on sexual assault is critical for program planning, enhancing prevention efforts, analyzing our effectiveness in processing cases, and ensuring a sensitive and standardized response system to sexual assault Navy-wide. The data collected will be maintained at the Navy Personnel Command (PERS-661). 
