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ENSIGN Thomas C. Biesterveld, U. S. Navy


  Ensign Thomas C. Biesterveld was the pilot of a F4U-4 Corsair Aircraft, when his plane was hit by enemy small arms fire in the vicinity of Hwachon Reservoir, Korea.  Although he exited the aircraft safely, he reportedly received burns to his face and hands.  Taken prisoner immediately after the incident, ENS Biesterveld was able to escape with a Marine Aviator despite being temporarily blinded.  Captured shortly after their escape, both men were severely beaten by an estimated twenty villagers.  Ensign Biesterveld was last seen alive, when he was taken by an oxen and/or cart from Pan’s Camp.


   ENS Biesterveld was recently awarded the Purple Heart and POW Medals.  In addition, ENS Biesterveld has been recommended for the Bronze Star Medal for his heroic actions while a Prisoner of War.  His efforts to escape, although injured, and assistance in his fellow Marine Aviator’s escape reflected great courage and were in keeping with the highest traditions of Naval Service.


Please continue with page 2





 “FULLEST POSSIBLE ACCOUNTING”








 LT Michael G. Gallant, USN


NAVY PERSONNEL COMMAND (NPC 621P)


5720 INTEGRITY DRIVE


MILLINGTON, TN 38055-6210











   








   My vision for the year 2000 is quite simple.  It is my goal to continue to provide the highest levels of support to each and every family member associated with Korean War, unaccounted-for losses.  Additionally, I will continue to make the initial contact with family members who may be unaware of our “Outreach” Program in an effort to locate 50% of our 286 families by the end of the year.  This achievement would strengthen the current family reference database of 425 relatives to an estimated 550 associated relatives.





  Furthermore, this office remains committed to providing any available or accessible information to the families we serve.  This ideology is critical to the communication process and program credibility.  





  











   Many of you may have heard reports by the media that the North Korean Government had “discovered as many as 400 sets of remains” believed to be associated with U. S. Korean War losses.  In a recent family update, a representative of the Department of Defense, Prisoner of War Missing Personnel Office detailed some of the North Korean demands that were made during joint talks between the U. S. and North Korean.  It is important to understand that these talks had occurred just prior to the media reports.


  The North Korean Government wanted the U. S. Government to fund a clothing factory capable of producing as many as four sets of clothing for 5 million North Korean children.  In addition to the factory, the Korean Government wanted the United States to provide the raw materials to produce the clothing.  This request was in direct contradiction to U. S. initiatives to keep remains recovery in Korea a “humanitarian” issue.


  Subsequently, the U. S. ended discussions on future recovery operations until the economic conditions were no longer associated with recovery efforts.  Shortly thereafter, the report that hundreds of remains of U. S. servicemen  had been located, and that the U. S. was not eager to react to recover the remains was published.  As you can imagine, the American public reacted quickly and demanded answers to the allegations.  When the matter was resolved, it was determined that several sets of remains may have been recovered; but, it has not been determined if the revised estimation of four sets of remains, represent U. S. losses.





KOREA WAR SERVICE MEDAL





  On 20 August 1999, the Assistant Secretary of Defense approved the acceptance and wear of the ROKWSM for veterans of the Korean War.  The ROKWSM was originally offered to the Armed Forces of the United States in 1951.  In a letter dated November 15, 1951, the Ministry of Defense, Republic of Korea, offered the medal to the Commander in Chief, United Nations Command, for members of the U.S. Armed Forces who served in Korea and adjacent waters between June 25, 1950, and a termination date to be established.





    "To express the heartfelt appreciation of the Korean people to the brave and valiant members of the United Nations Command who have been and are now, combating the communist aggressor in Korea, it is the desire of the President of the Republic of Korea to confer on those individuals the Korean War medal.  it is felt that the following criteria should be established in determining who should receive the ribbon:





a.  Service between June 25, 1950, inclusive, and a terminal date to be announced later [*27 Jul 53] within the territorial limits of Korea, on waters immediately adjacent thereto or in aerial flight over Korea.





b.  The service prescribed must have been performed:





     (1)  While on permanent assignment; or





     (2)  While on temporary duty within the territorial limits of Korea or on waters immediately adjacent thereto for 30 consecutive days or 60 days not consecutive; or





     (3)  While as crew members of aircraft, in aerial flight over Korea participating in actual combat operations or in support of combat operations.





It is requested that you accept the Republic of Korea's recognition of the splendid service rendered by the United Nations Command and delegate authority to commanders of forces of the nations fighting in Korea to award the Korean War Ribbon to members of their commands."  





Signed 


Ki-Poong LEE, Minister of Defense, Republic of Korea.





A like medal may be obtained from:





The Military Shop


9635 W. Peoria Avenue


Peoria, AZ 85345


(623) 979-0535 /FAX (623) 979-6711


800-544-9275 





Pieces of History


P.O. Box 7590


Cave Creek, AZ 85327


(480) 488-1377/ 800-564-6164
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Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office 


� HYPERLINK http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo ��www.dtic.mil/dpmo�





National Archives


� HYPERLINK http://www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html ��www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html�





Navy Casualty


www.bupers.navy.mil/pers621











                           





  M. G. GALLANT
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