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    National POW/MIA Recognition day is scheduled for September 17, 1999.  At the POW/MIA National League of Families Annual Convention, June 17, 1999, the official poster commemorating the event was unveiled.


    The poster has a predominant blue/gray background with POW/MIA Flag, American Bald Eagle and serviceman clad in a standard POW smock.  The foreground is laced with barbed wire, while the background wall depicts the names of the prisoners who previously occupied the cell.  The POW appears to grasp the wall of his cell as if touching those men who resided in the forsaken confines before him.


    Information about events scheduled by organizations, military units and the federal government can be obtained at the Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) at www.dtic.mil/dpmo.  Please take the time to contact your local government agencies and organizations about this significant annual event that recognizes the sacrifice that all unaccounted-for personnel have paid in the defense of our nation and way of life.





 “THEY ARE NOT FORGOTTEN”








 LT Michael G. Gallant, USN


NAVY PERSONNEL COMMAND (NPC 621P)


5720 INTEGRITY DRIVE


MILLINGTON, TN 38055-6210





WHAT’S HOT!





     Excavations in North Korea continue to yield positive results.  However, none of the of remains recovered in the past several months are believed to be associated with Navy losses.  


    With the success of our operations to repatriate remains, there are also setbacks.  Recently North Koreans failed to transfer the remains of four servicemen in a scheduled ceremony earlier this month.  Sources reported that the North Koreans claimed it was delayed because the sheduled exchange conflicted with a North Korean Holiday.  It is the general belief that the fishing incident between North and South Korea played a significant role in the missed opportunity to return the remains to U. S. control.


    This incident is a testimony to the fragile political situation that constantly changes the potential accomplishments of recovery teams.  It is unclear if the remaining recovery operations (which totaled six for the year) will be canceled do to the incident between the North and South Koreans. 


	








       Thanks to your assistance and cooperation the family reference database has grown 75% since my last newsletter.  To date, I average four family members to each case that I maintain.  If you have any additional relatives who wish to be added to the database have them contact me.  The involvement of future generations is a must, and I encourage you to rally them to participate.


    Although the database increases in numbers almost on a daily basis, the search to locate family members continues.   This is the most time consuming phase of the Outreach Program.  Depending on the methods I apply to find family members, initial requirements can be resolved in a little as two weeks or several months.  


    The basic process requires that I locate the closest living blood relative, forward the McCain Consent to Release Form, locate eligible DNA donors, send the DNA donor kits, file the returned McCain Form, and validate the receipt of DNA by the Armed Forces DNA Lab (AFDIL).  This process does not include any specific family requests which also impact the process.  


    As a result, seventy seven of the two hundred and ninety two (27%) potential primary next-of-kin have been contacted.  I hope to see that number continue to grow over the next year. 








 











    Not only is family interest desired, it is essential.  Your interest helps me assess your needs, wants and desires.  That feedback enables me to locate new resources, provide you with the most accurate information and develop a historical case record.  Thanks to the family members who have provided articles, documents and inquiries!


    In the last newsletter I asked that you keep me informed of changes in your family, addresses and telephone numbers.  Thanks to your inputs, my goal to keep accurate next-of-kin information remains intact.  Again, your feedback has been the key…….


    The monthly updates are an excellent way to keep informed about ongoing issues within the Korean Outreach Program.  You can find the 1999 schedule in the DPMO brochure.  At the request of numerous family members, I have included the 2000 schedule.  Remember you can attend any update, but we generally send invitations to individuals who reside within a 300 mile radius of the location.  If you want to attend an update because it coincides with other personal travel contact us as early in advance as possible.
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Memorial Markers





    I recently discovered that a family member’s application for a memorial headstone marker had been declined by Arlington National Cemetery.  After consulting with the Veterans Administration and the Arlington Superintendent,  I was able to resolve the problem.  There should be no question,………your unaccounted-for family member is entitled to this benefit if it has not been provided previously! 




















          22 Jan 00	         Los Angeles, CA


          26 Feb 00	         Albuquerque, NM


          25 Mar 00	         New Orleans, LA 


          22 Apr 00	         Indianapolis, IN


          20 May 00	         Charleston, SC


   	          ** Jun 00	         Washington, DC


          29 Jul 00	         Milwaukee, WI


          26 Aug 00	         Knoxville, TN


          23 Sep 00	         Seattle, WA


          21 Oct 00	         Pittsburgh, PA


          18 Nov 00	         Miami, FL	


** TBD





     I can be reached at 1-800-443-9298 or email p62cc2@persnet.navy.mil. 











WEB SITES





Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO)


� HYPERLINK http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo ��www.dtic.mil/dpmo�





National Archives


� HYPERLINK http://www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html ��www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html�














M. G. GALLANT
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