SAMPLE APPLICATION 

Commanding Officer’s Endorsement on command letterhead addressed to the Selection Board (typically ½ to 1 page in length).  The Commanding Officer’s endorsement should comment on the suitability of the applicant for designation and assignment as a FAO.

SAMPLE APPLICATION

From: (Grade, Full Name, SSN/Designator)
To:   Chief of Naval Personnel (PERS-442C)

Via:  (Commanding Officer or Immediate Senior)
Subj: REQUEST FOR DESIGNATION AS FOREIGN AREA OFFICER

Ref:  (a) OPNAVINST 1301.10

Encl: (1) Any relevant material documenting qualifications such as graduate education transcripts, language testing, etc.

1. In accordance with reference (a), I request to be selected as a Navy Foreign Area Officer (FAO) and assigned the FAO designation code for the (specify either (1)Middle East/Africa/South Asia; (2)East Asia and Pacific; (3)Western Hemisphere; or (4)Europe/Eurasia) region based on my following qualifications:

a. Academic background in foreign area studies and/or international affairs (include copy of graduate transcript) – 

b. In-country and/or staff-level regional experience - (explain)

c.
Foreign language proficiency or aptitude (include documentation of most recent Defense Language Proficiency Test (DLPT) or Defense Language Aptitude Battery (DLAB) results) -

d.
Politico-military subspecialty code(s) held-

2. I certify that I (and my family, if applicable) am (are) worldwide assignable, and that I will immediately notify the Bureau of Naval Personnel (PERS-442C) if this situation changes.

3. My principal reason(s) for requesting designation as a Foreign Area Officer are....







(YOUR SIGNATURE)
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