***  New Policy for initial 1630 sea tour lengths  ***

Extension of Initial 1630 Sea Tour Length to 30 Months

Action:   Tour lengths for initial 1630 sea tours (normally ENS/LTJG) are now 30 months vice 24.  Effective 16 April 2004, all PCS Orders written for 1630 Officers to their initial sea tour will be 30 months in length.  All Junior Officers currently in their initial sea tour are unaffected and will remain at the 24-month PRD.  

Background:   

· The steady decline of authorized Accessions due to end-strength stabilization (reduction from 149 in FY02 to 117 in FY04), has directly affected the ability to detail sufficient numbers of entry level 1630 Officers to initial sea tours.  

· The Fleet Response Plan requirement ensuring Officers arrive at their gaining command fully-trained and qualified exacerbates the shortfall of deployable Junior Officers.  Several operational communities leverage specific training requirements that can substantially extend en route training time.  

· Feedback from Fleet Operator and Intelligence personnel supports 30-month ENS/LTJG sea tours.  Implementation will create a cadre of “Varsity” and “JV” Junior Intelligence Officers within the Carrier Strike/Expeditionary Strike Groups.  The more seasoned Junior Officers on deployment will enhance continuity and assist the afloat Leadership in training new arrivals from NMITC.

