VAO Best Practices

1. Suggestions for Armed Forces Voters Week

You can use the VAO training slides and modify to use for troop info:

Here's the link for the slide presentation:

http://www.fvap.gov/vao/vaointerest.html
*the site is sometimes hard to get to because of overload.

-Keep trying or email the staff at FVAP and request they email a copy to you:  vote@fvap.ncr.gov

=======================================

You can also download the 

Chairman's', Joint Chiefs of Staff Video link:

http://www.fvap.gov/vao/cjcs.html

- Right click on General Myers' video

- save Target as

- save to desktop

=======================================

You can invite the local Election Office Representatives

to speak at voter registration drives & help out fill out forms.

(I know FL has State Primaries soon)

-Give tips on things to look out for 

(i.e. http://www.fvap.gov/vao/topten.html)

TEN THINGS TO HELP ENSURE YOUR ABSENTEE VOTE IS COUNTED

========================================

*Contact installation newspaper editors/PAOs to cover the training and help promote

spreading the word about absentee registration and voting information. Other internal media, including closed-circuit radio/TV and Armed Forces Radio and Television Service (AFRTS) program managers to provide bulletins and other announcements to promote any of your activities.

=========================================

*Contact installation organizations (ie. Officers Spouse's Club) or outside organizations (i.e. Boy Scouts) to promote registration by passing-out flyers or SF-76 forms.
2. VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVES

· VAOs across the fleet are organizing into groups so that they can join forces in planning voter awareness activities such as on-base voter registration drives. The concept is simply. Set up a table in a high-traffic location on-base. The table will have some voting posters, 2004/05 Voting Assistance Guides and SFs 76. VAOs from local commands hand out forms and offer assistance completing them.  

· FLEACT, Yokosuka VAOs have conducted several voter registration drives on base. On the last drive, a local Girl Scout group assisted the FLEACT VAOs. The Girl Scouts dressed in T-shirts that they painted themselves with voting slogans and they helped VAOs pass out voting material. The response to the Girl Scouts was phenomenal. AOC Thomas Curry said, “ It was astounding to see the interest generated by 10-13 year olds pushing the voting program.” The FLEACT VAOs are in the process of planning another registration drive, this time with a Boy Scout group.

· The VAO for NAS Jacksonville, FL organized a voter registration drive on-base this past May. The VAO called the local county election office (St. Johns county) for advice. The St. Johns County Supervisor of Elections, Mrs. Penny Halyburton, stepped in to assist the VAO. Mrs. Halyburton and her office staff attended the 4-day registration drive and they brought voting literature to hand out to potential voters. Mrs. Halyburton also arranged for election office representatives from 2 neighboring counties to attend the drive as well. 

