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Commander, Norfolk Naval Shipyard

Portsmouth, Virginia

Rear Admiral (sel) Mark A. Hugel became the 100th Commander of the Norfolk Naval Shipyard on August 18, 2000.

Rear Admiral (sel) Hugel was commissioned as an Ensign in the United States Navy in June 1977, after earning a Bachelor of Science degree in Systems Engineering from the United States Naval Academy.

He was accepted into the Navy Nuclear Power Program and, following initial training, he was assigned to sea tours in USS ENTERPRISE (CVN 65) and USS MISSISSIPPI (CGN 40). During his tour as Damage Control Assistant in USS MISSISSIPPI, he was designated a Surface Warfare Officer.

Subsequent tours of duty followed at COMNAVAIRLANT and Supervisor of Shipbuilding, Newport News, where he helped to plan and execute the first USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69) complex overhaul, and started planning for the USS ENTERPRISE (CVN 65) refueling overhaul. In October 1987, he reported to the USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN (CVN 72) pre‑commissioning unit as its first Main Propulsion Assistant, where he served until its Post Shakedown Availability in May 1990. During his tour in LINCOLN, he was accepted for lateral transfer into the Engineering Duty Officer program.

From June 1990 until June 1992, Rear Admiral (sel) Hugel attended the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where he earned a Master of Science degree in Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering, and a Master of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering. Afterward, he served as a nuclear project superintendent and project superintendent for carrier work during a two year tour at Norfolk Naval Shipyard. From October 1994 to July 1997, he was assigned as aircraft carrier project officer and Program Manager's Representative at Supervisor of Shipbuilding, Newport News. During this tour he directed the CVN 65 PSA, the second CVN 69 complex overhaul and the construction of USS HARRY S. TRUMAN (CVN 75). From July 1997 until August 1999, he served as the Operations Officer at Norfolk Naval Shipyard, where he directed the waterfront operation for nearly three dozen CNO depot availabilities encompassing work on surface ships, submarines and aircraft carriers. In June 2000, Rear Admiral (sel) Hugel completed a tour of duty as the Branch Head for Industrial Capability and Maintenance Policy in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations (OPNAV N43).

His personal decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal (five awards), Navy Commendation Medal (two awards), Navy Achievement Medal and other unit and service decorations.
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